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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  R E P O R T               

                       B Y  D E N I S E  A N D E R S O N

 
The year 2003 has proved to be an exciting one for the 

NWTLA.  Our October issue of Snowshoe is the first  

issue the association intends to  distribute electronically

to all NWT librarians and libraries. Additionally we hope 

to  have approval of our latest draft of the NWTLA 

website at our next general meeting schedule October  

16, 2003.   

 

We are also excited to announce that on November  

27-28, the NWTLA will be joint sponsoring the ”It’s All  

About Literacy…Literacie Tout Partout Conference” in  

Yellowknife.  

 

There is much we still wish to accomplish but I believe   

we have taken the first steps in creating the tools  

necessary to bring all NWT librarians and libraries   

together.  

 

 

C O N F E R E N C E S -   
 N O V E M B E R  2 7  &  2 8 ,  2 0 0 3  

“It’s All about Literacy…Literacie Tout Partout!” 
 
Sir John Franklin High School, Yellowknife, NT 
 
“It’s All about Literacy…Literacie Tout Partout” 

conference is coming November 27 – 28, 2003 to 

Yellowknife, sponsored by the Yellowknife Educators’ 

Conference Committee and the NWT Library 

Association.    

 

Members of the NWT Library Association will 

remember Pat Cavill, library consultant from Calgary, 

who specializes in marketing and advocacy, leadership 

and ethics.  Pat will be putting on two half-day 

workshops:  The Ethics of Choice and State of the Art 

Leadership Toolkit.  The Ethics of Choice will look at 

workplace victim hood, resistance to change, feelings 

of anger/resentment/rage, and the limited nature of any 

one person’s view.  State of the Art Leadership Toolkit 

looks at the 12 most important criteria for a leader in 

the 21st century. 

 

The conference fee is $150 per person and includes 2 

days of workshops, opening ceremonies, a publisher’s 

fair, and a wine and cheese party. 

 

To sign up, please contact Bev Speight, Continuing 

Educator Coordinator, of the NWT Library Association 

at:  

NWT Court Library 
 1st “Floor Courthouse, 4903 – 49th Street 
 Yellowknife, NT X1A 2L9 
 Tel:  (867) 920-8617 Fax:  (867) 873-0368 
 Email: Bev_Speight@gov.nt.ca 
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  O F F  T H E  SH E L F  !   
 BO O K  RE V I E W,  B Y  D B R U S E R  

The Last Crossing by Guy Vanderhaeghe 
 
Saskatchewan author Guy Vanderhaeghe has been 

hailed as the voice of the prairie and his many fans 

who have been patiently waiting six long years since 

the publication of his award-winning novel, The 

Englishman’s Boy, will not be disappointed in his latest 

oeuvre. The Last Crossing is magnificent! Part fictional 

and part non-fictional it incorporates a quest theme 

and frames the action from beginning to end with the 

relationship between fathers and sons. 

 

Leaving England and their stern and aging father, 

Henry Gaunt, Charles, a portrait artist, travels through 

the wilderness frontier with his older brother, 

Addington, a disgraced military captain with a mean 

streak, in search of their brother, Simon. Despite the 

fact that Simon is absent through most of the novel he 

becomes Vanderhaeghe’s most fascinating character. 

Romantic interest derives from Charles’s relationship 

with Lucy Stoveall who is on a parallel quest to avenge 

her sister’s murder. 

 

While these quests drive the plot their description here 

does not do justice to Vanderhaeghe’s rich narrative. A 

meticulous and unpretentious wordsmith the author of 

The Last Crossing provides us with a cast of 

characters who will live on in readers’ memories long 

after they have finished the book. This quasi-historical 

book has been extensively researched and reveals a 

profound bond with the prairies and their crude 

settlements: “ a boom town draws rogues like a jam jar 

draws wasps”.  

Told from alternating points of view and in dramatic 

flashbacks The Last Crossing is dedicated “to all those 

local historians who keep the particulars of our past 

 

 alive” and drives home Vanderhaeghe’s message of 

the necessity of avoiding the “dangerously deadening 

choice of living without commitment”. (“Books in 

Canada”) Many fans have been disappointed that The 

Last Crossing has not garnered more literary awards. 

It is a joy to read and should enjoy a loyal readership 

well beyond the Canadian borders! 

 

 

 L IBRARIAN  P ROFILE -   
 BE V  S PEIGHT   
                ( A  S E E N  I N  B E A R  FA C T S )  

 

Bev Speight, the Court Librarian with Justice, is an 

individual others can draw strength and inspiration 

from. Bev was born with a moderate to severe 

sensorineural hearing loss, caused by damage to the 

inner ear. She has had many obstacles to overcome, 

but she has risen above the challenges and now 

assists other hearing impaired individuals.  

 

Bev joined the GNWT in the early 1980s as a 

secretary. She faced some frustration in this job

because telephones, at that time, were not equipped 

for the hearing impaired. 

 

Today, telephones have volume control and a flashing 

light that signals when it rings. This new technology 

helps, but telephone conversations can still be difficult, 

since Bev relies on speech reading. This allows Bev to 

read lips, a person’s body language and facial 

expressions to interpret a conversation.  

Bev's difficulties in her job are what drove her to seek 

advice from the Council for Persons with Disabilities. 

She is incredibly thankful to the Executive Director who 

showed her that her inability to hear was not her fault 

and that a lot could be done to help her overcome her  
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disability. Bev later became an active board member. 

She has served nine years, including a stint as 

President. 

Bev eventually moved to the Court Library to work as a 

Technician after taking some correspondence courses 

in library studies. In 1988, she headed south to further 

her education at the University of Alberta. “At 

university I met people my own age who were also 

hard of hearing,” noted Bev, who began using 

Assistive Listening Devices to aid her hearing. She 

graduated with her Master’s in Library and Information 

Studies in 1995.  

Bev returned to the north in 1995, joining the 

Legislative Assembly as Branch Librarian. Justice 

welcomed Bev back last year as the Court Librarian. 

When asked what is the most challenging aspect of 

her job today, Bev jokingly replies, “Hearing!” On a 

more serious note, Bev says, “there is nothing like 

helping a person ‘see’ what they can do with the 

technology available today, regardless of their hearing 

loss and; to help others become proactive and take 

responsibility for their hearing loss. We are not our 

disability.”  

Bev is currently involved with the Yellowknife Branch 

of the Canadian Hard of Hearing Association (CHHA), 

a support and advocacy group. She helps those with 

similar disabilities overcome the obstacles and 

challenges she faced and continues to confront. 

“Through helping others, I have learned to accept my 

disability,” explained Bev. “This has greatly improved 

my quality of life.”  

To learn more about dealing with hearing loss and 

available resources, you can contact Bev at 873-8617.  

 

 

NWT P UBLIC  L IBRARY  
           S E R V I C E S  
The major news from the Public Library Service is that 

in January an agreement was signed with Aurora 

College and the Legislative Library establishing the 

NWT Library Consortium. The agreement states that 

the libraries will combine to purchase the Sirsi 

Corporation’s “Unicorn” automated library system. 

 

 
  

       In support of the agreement, 

a contract was signed on 20 

August with Sirsi Canada Inc. 

The migration to the new 

system, a complex process, will  

 

start in September and it is expected that the new 

system will go live in September  2004. 

The Sirsi “Unicorn” is a Windows’ based; scalable, 

relational database management system at the cutting 

edge of industry software for managing libraries. 

This consortium agreement will improve Public Access 

to the majority of library holding in the NWT. The new 

arrangement means that access to these holdings will 

be available through one search engine and on one 

search screen, thus making it easier for the public, 

students and senior management to locate 

information. At the same time, Consortium partners 

retain control over the policies and operation of their 

respective libraries. The NWT Library Consortium 

union catalog of holdings will be available to all NWT 

residents through the websites of each of the 

consortium partners. 

In a further move to make more NWT library holdings 

more accessible, the holdings of the PWNHC 

Reference Library are being added to the PLS catalog. 

Initially holdings have been added as bib records, 

eventually all items will have locations added. 

 

Continued from page 2 
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 NWT L IBRARY NE W S  
 L E G I S L A T I V E  A S S E M B L Y  L I B R A R Y  

The Legislative Assembly would like to welcome Stuart 

Hay who started in the position of Legislative Branch 

Librarian on September 2nd.  Stuart was born and 

raised in Edmonton, but has lived in many different 

places, including Halifax, Kitchener-Waterloo, Guelph, 

Toronto, Montreal and Baltimore.  He spent a good 

deal of time studying Philosophy before finally going to 

library school at Dalhousie where he also worked at 

the engineering and architecture library doing 

reference and cataloguing work. Stuart graduated from 

Dalhousie with an MLIS in 2003 and continued to work 

there as a cataloguer before coming to Yellowknife in 

late August with his partner Karin and their two cats. 

NWT CENTENNIAL LIBRARY 
 
The Hay River NWT Centennial Library is having the 

regular school visits to the library.  In keeping with their 

tradition of innovative library programming, the library 

has scheduled new programs for both children and 

adults each month. There will also be many wonderful 

events planned for Literacy Week.   

Additionally the NWT Centennial Library would like to 

take this opportunity to welcome as Head Librarian, 

Christine Gyapay.  

NWT AURORA COLLEGE CAMPUS NEWS   

Fort Smith Thebacha Campus Library is pleased to 

welcome Lauraine Armstrong as acting librarian for the 

2003/2004 academic year. We are sure that having the 

valuable contributions of library technician Janet 

Lanoville will aid Lauraine in her year ahead.  

Thebacha Campus, the oldest and largest, houses a 

collection of over 16,000 volumes as well as videos, 

journals and electronic sources of information.

Inuvik Aurora Campus library, under the direction of 

library services coordinator, Angela Caldwell offers a 

substantial collection focusing on scientific research that 

has been conducted over the years in the Mackenzie 

Delta area.   

Yellowknife Aurora Campus library,  under the 

direction of Librarian Carolynn Kobelka and library 

technician Gwen Sanderson, aids Yellowknife students 

with multi media options to access information that 

enhances their classroom studies. The availability of 

interlibrary loans has made this the fastest growing 

service at the Yellowknife Campus.   

Yellowknife Public Library 

On August 5th, 2003 Yellowknife Public Library 

welcomed Shad Turner to its staff as our new Public 

Service Librarian. Shad has both a Bachelor of Science 

and a Master of Library and Information Studies degree 

from the University of British Columbia and holds as well 

a Professional Development Program Education 

Diploma from Simon Fraser University. 

Shad has a strong technology background as well as 

considerable experience in reference work. His skills 

combined with an extremely approachable manner 

ensure that Shad will be a very positive presence at 

Yellowknife Public Library. We feel fortunate to have 

such a highly qualified and personable individual on 

staff. 

 SN O WSH O E  CO N T A C T   
SnowShoe is published by the Northwest Territories 

Library Association and distributed free to individual and 

institutional members. 

We welcome feedback to materials printed in 

SnowShoe.  Submissions of articles, notices, 

bibliographies, announcements, news items, etc. are 

accepted.  We prefer submissions in electronic format if 

possible.   

Please forward submissions to the following e-mail 

address:   Denise_Anderson@gov.nt.ca  
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 2003 M EMBERSHIP  AP P L I C A T I O N  FORM  
 
Northwest Territories Library Association 
 
$15 Individual:  persons wishing to support the objectives of the NWT Library Association. 
 
$30 Institutional:  organisations wishing to support the aims and objectives of the NWT Library Association. 
 
Name:                                                                                           
 
Mailing Address:                                                                              
 
City: Postal Code:                                     
 
Telephone:    (Work)    (Home)                                      
 
Fax:                                                                                              
 
Internet Address:                                                                               
 
Library Affiliation:                                                                            
 
Type of Membership:                                                                         
 
If an Institutional Membership, please designate an individual who will be representing the Institution:    
           
                                            
 
Areas of interest:  
 
Public Libraries  School Libraries  Special Libraries  Other (specify)                    
 
                  
 
The NWT Library Association strives to promote libraries and archives across the Northwest Territories.  To this 
end, projects such as the Directory of Libraries in the Northwest Territories are undertaken.  Your participation in the 
Association helps to support these projects. 
 
 
Membership fees are due 1st January, 2004. 
 
Please make cheques payable to:  
 

Attn: Carolynn Kobelka, Treasurer 
Northwest Territories Library Association 
P.O. Box 2276, 
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P7 

 


