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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

By Shad Turner

I've really got to attend AGMs more often. After
all, I left for vacation in mid-February and came
back as President three weeks later! I tried on the
shoes before I departed, though; in early February
I had the opportunity to travel to Ontario for the
OLA Super Conference 2005 representing the
NWTLA. In fact, I got to sit with my provincial and
national counterparts and discuss regional and
national issues including: school libraries; a new
initiative to develop an on-line, peer reviewed
electronic Canadian library journal; CLA activities,
and membership campaigns.

However, the most exciting thing to come out of
what we call PTLAC (Provincial and Territorial
Library Associations of Canada) was the
expansion of The Partnership, a group of library
associations who band together to provide
continuing education opportunities
and pass along benefits to members of all of the
(cont. p. 2)

C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N  W I T H  T H E

N W T L A  A N D  T H E  P A R T N E R S H I P

By Bev Speight,

Continuing Education Coordinator

The NWT Library Association is proud to offer
continuing education programs in conjunction
with the The Partnership www.thepartnership.ca.
This network of provincial and territorial library
associations supports the professional
development of library personnel and information
professionals working in every type of library.
 
The Partnership runs excellent and affordable
continuing education and professional
development opportunities through The
Education Institute, including a great lineup of
teleconference sessions, on-line courses, multi-
day events, and conferences (for the latter two,
you have to be physically present!).

Virtual programs and courses are accessible
online or by teleconference from the member’s
workplace or home: ideal for maintaining and
extending your professional development.
Members of the NWTLA need no longer feel
isolated in the North.
 
As a member of the NWT Library Association,
you now receive an additional member benefit:
member-only rates through The Education
Institute.  Indicate your association affiliation
during the registration process. This means a
savings of 30% on teleconference sessions and
25% on on-line courses.

As well, most provincial library associations will
offer NWT Library Association members the
member-only rate for annual conferences.  Visit
http://www.thepartnership.ca/ to view offerings
and register.
 
Bev Speight
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affiliated library associations. Being the smallest
player at the table, I was concerned that I would
be silent for most of the time. However, other
affiliates of The Partnership figuratively reached
out and took the NWTLA under their wings,
inviting us in to what we all cheekily call "the
posse"! So, the NWTLA is now one of eight
affiliates of The Partnership, boasting the longest
acronym!

I also returned from PTLAC inspired about the
important work our association has the capacity
to do. To this end, I have continued work on a
survey of school libraries I started in the spring. A
good response rate has given us some indication
of what is happening here in Yellowknife and in
the other communities in school libraries. There is
continual evidence emerging about the value of
healthy school
libraries, the presence of teacher librarians, and a
commitment to information literacy; the
association will consider advocacy and
awareness options for school libraries over the
next while.

I also welcome new faces into the association -
Eve Petersen and Erin Palmer are both relatively
new to Yellowknife and I'm excited to see them
contributing to the association. They've both
already brought to the table a number of great
initiatives and I can't wait to see what they pull
out of their sleeves next!

Speaking of new faces, I'd also like to welcome to
the territory Alison Hopkins, the new Territorial
Librarian. I've talked with Alison about some of
her interesting experiences in her previous
positions at public libraries in Ontario and New
York state. She's already looking forward to a
meeting of all the territory's public library staff in
the fall; the association will certainly contribute to
such an august occasion by helping to facilitate
as much recreation as we can muster!

Shad Turner

M Y  F A V O U R I T E  L I B R A R Y

My favourite library – the Library at the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Sydney, Australia

This is the wattle
The symbol of our land
You can stick it in a bottle
Or hold it in your hand

The irreverent plaque in front of the Royal Botanic
Garden’s stately stand of Wattle trees, Australia’s
fluffy, golden national flower is typical of Oz
humour, though written by the British Monty
Python crew.

A trip to Sydney is not complete without a stroll,
or rather an exhausting hike, through the
expansive Gardens following the foreshore to the
southeast of the Sydney Opera House and up the
hill to the Art Gallery of New South Wales.  (Hint:
start at the State Library of New South Wales at
the other corner and walk, zigzagging, downhill.)

On my last visit to Sydney to visit family my
required Gardens ramble fortuitously came
across informative Friends staffing a “Friends of
the Gardens” display.  An article in their
newsletter described their fundraising work to
support the Library at the RBG.  The Library is
not marked on visitors’ maps and is not open to
the public, though the Friends sponsor regular
functions showcasing the Library’s treasures.

Encouraged by the Friends, I called the librarian
Judy Blood who graciously gave me a tour of the
Library.  And what treasures!  The Library’s
books, manuscripts and photos on botany,
botanical illustration and art include many rare
works, some pre-dating the European settlement
of Australia, and logs of early explorers such as
the French explorer d’Urville.  The plant
specimens include the third copy of the Joseph
Banks and Daniel Solander collection from
Captain Cook’s voyage in 1770, donated to the
Herbarium by Kew Gardens.

I thought what a real privilege it is to be a librarian
as I left my new discovery to visit another new
discovery, the rare Wollemi Pine, nearby down
the hill looking a bit stressed in the summer
drought behind its protective iron fence.(cont. p.3)
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The species was thought to have been extinct for
millions of years until a bushwalker found a small
stand in 1994, just 150 km northwest of Sydney in
an isolated area of Wollemi National Park.  The
RBG is working with a commercial contractor to
cultivate the Wollemi Pine so it may be sold in
pots like the Norfolk Island Pines, to which it is
related.

Eve Petersen

NWT L I B R A R Y  NE W S

NWT Public Library Services
The NWT Library Association would like to take a
moment to say thank you to Sandy McDonald  for
his many years of service to libraries in the NWT.
Sandy retired in April from  the NWT Public
Library Services and we wish him a long and
happy retirement.

We would also like to extend a warm welcome to
Alison Hopkins who is the new Territorial
Librarian. We look forward to working with Alison
in the years to come.

NWTLA Executive

This years executive are:

President  - Shad Turner,

Vice President – Stuart Hay

Past President -- Lauraine Armstrong

Secretary – Eve Petersen

Treasurer – Erin Palmer

Continuing Education Coordinator – Bev

Speight

New Librarians
Erin Palmer, NWT Geoscience Office

Born and raised in Lethbridge, Alberta, Erin
attended the University of Lethbridge where she
obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree, and then  the
University of Western Ontario for her MLIS. She
took term positions at the University of Lethbridge
Library and at the Buchanan Library at the
Lethbridge Community College, working mainly in
reference.

She found herself next in Ottawa where she was
the librarian for a party caucus research office.
After six years in Ottawa she was ready for a new
challenge. So when the opportunity in Yellowknife
came up with the Department of Indian Affairs
and Northern Development at the Northwest
Territories Geoscience Office (formerly C.S. Lord
Northern Geoscience Centre) she applied for the
job. She moved to Yellowknife in March 2004.

She reports that her biggest challenges at NTGO
are cataloguing and organizing the library,
assisting clients and filling client requests.  So far
she finds Yellowknife to be a pleasant surprise
and a good adventure, and plans to stay in town
for some time.

Eve Petersen, Environment and Natural
Resources/Industry Tourism and Investment
Library

Eve is a  one year term librarian at the
Environment and Natural Resources/Industry
Tourism and Investment Library (formerly RWED)
while Alison Welch is on a one year's sabbatical
to Italy, Britain and Australia.

She earned an MLS from UBC and a Graduate
Diploma in Librarianship from the University of
New South Wales, Australia.

Eve has worked in public, college and university
libraries in Australia, New Zealand and Canada
and as a Community Information Officer for a
Community Health Centre in Toronto.

M.M. de Weerdt Law Library
The NWT Court Library is now the M.M. de
Weerdt Law Library.

Miriam Juniper is back working for a year at the
M.M. de Weerdt Law Library while Erin O'Rourke
is on maternity leave. Erin has a healthy baby
girl, Grace, born December 17th, 2004.  Some of
you remember Miriam  working in the Legislative
Library.  Miriam is taking a year's leave from her
studies to which is she is returning next January
to the University of Calgary.
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Member Benefits
In addition to the discounts on continuing
education courses from The Partnership, NWTLA
members are now eligible for a 10% discount on
book purchases at the Book Cellar.

Upcoming Partnership Courses
Fall is here but once again if the freezing
temperatures are anything to go by!!!  This means
a new slate of programs are offered and you can
check out the new courses with The Partnership.
Again, your remote options are either online
courses or teleconferencing: Partnership
Courses.

Highlights include:

Finding and Using Consumer Health and Medical
Resources on the Web

Copyright: What Reform Means to Canadian
Libraries

Beyond Google: Searching Faster and Smarter
on the Web

The Outcomes: New Challenges for Evaluating
Public Library Activities

Canadian Government Documents and
Information on the Web

Providing Library Services for Aboriginal Peoples

Remember you must be a member of the NWT
Library Association to receive the discounts.

Other Sources
The University of Toronto's Faculty of Information
Studies also offers online programs:
http://www.plc.fis.utoronto.ca/courses_webbased.
asp

CLA's Continuing Professional Development
(CPD) Centre:  http://www.cla.ca/cpd/index.htm

Special Libraries Association also have new
online options:
http://www.sla.org/content/learn/clicku.cfm

Adopt a Street

The NWTLA as part of the City of Yellowknife's
Adopt a Street program has adopted a park,
Somba Ke park in downtown Yellowknife. Eve,
Erin and Stuart spent a few hours picking up litter
earlier this summer and the city will erect a
plaque noting our adoption of the park

Children's Book Donation
The NWTLA contributed $250 dollars worth of
children's books to the NWT Literacy Council.
Among the titles were:

Where the Wild Things Are
Baby Beluga
Polar Babies
Stanley's  Party

Bev Speight and Eve Petersen outside the office of the NWT
Literacy Council.

SnoWSH O E  CO N T A C T

SnowShoe is published by the Northwest
Territories Library Association and distributed
free to individual and institutional members. We
welcome feedback to materials printed in
SnowShoe.  Submissions of articles, notices,
bibliographies, announcements, news items, etc.
are accepted.  We prefer submissions in
electronic format if possible.  These can be
forwarded to
stuart_hay@gov.nt.catarmstrong@auroranet.nt.c
a
Or mail a paper copy to:

NWTLA
P.O. Box 2276
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P7
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 2005 ME M B E R S H I P  AP P L I C A T I O N  FO R M

Northwest Territories Library Association

$15 Individual:  persons wishing to support the objectives of the NWT Library Association.

$30 Institutional:  organisations wishing to support the aims and objectives of the NWT Library Association.

Name:

Mailing Address:

City: Postal Code:

Telephone: (Work) (Home)

Fax:

Internet Address:

Library Affiliation:

Type of Membership:

If an Institutional Membership, please designate an individual who will be representing the Institution:

Areas of interest:

Public Libraries School Libraries Special Libraries Other (specify)

The NWT Library Association strives to promote libraries and archives across the Northwest Territories.  To this
end, projects such as the Directory of Libraries in the Northwest Territories are undertaken.  Your participation in the
Association helps to support these projects.

Membership fees are due 1st January, 2005.

Please make cheques payable to:

Attn: Erin Palmer, Treasurer
Northwest Territories Library Association
P.O. Box 2276,
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P7


