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New Public Libraries in the NWT
by Alison Hopkins

There are six new public libraries in the NT,
funded through Literacy Strategy Funding. This
cost-effective way to provide library services
involves partnering with existing school libraries,
providing funds to hire someone to open the
library in the evenings and weekends to the
public.

Six communities were selected: Aklavik, Deline,
Fort Good Hope, Fort McPherson, Fort Resolution
and Holman. Contribution agreements were made
between the Government of the Northwest
Territories and community groups (municipal
governments, band councils, and district
education authorities). The funding will support
the staffing of the public libraries. Any remaining
funds were expended on startup collections for
the libraries. The NWT Literacy Council was
contracted to provide a several-day workshop on
how to provide community literacy programming.
Funding was provided to include the workshop as
well as travel costs for one representative from
every library in the NWT. The workshop was an
opportunity for networking and introduced
programming skills such as storytelling,
developing activities around a story, rhymes with
a Northern theme and how to organize programs
for different audiences and age levels.

At this point, the libraries are still being set up.
Although there is the considerable expense of
travel in the north, PLS staff will be able
to visit the new libraries once yearly. It is expected
that each library visit will consist of weeding,
library reorganization and training of new library
staff in basic procedures such as manual
checkout, interlibrary loan and shelving. The plan
is to start the visits in January 2006, after new
materials and supplies have been shipped to each
library.

In the future, staff from each new library will be
invited to attend an annual meeting of public

Educator's Conference Workshop
By Bev Speight,
Continuing Education Coordinator

The NWTLA is presenting a workshop at the
Yellowknife Educators’ Conference 2006 on
February 17, 2006, to be held at Weledeh, St.
Pat’s School.  In spite of the the title, this
conference is open to all of NWT and Nunavut;
and planners are expecting 300 – 350
participants.

Our session is called Harry Potter & the Goblet
of Information : Discovering Northern
Learning Resources.  So far, we have 6
presenters from the Public Library, Energy &
Natural Resources, Prince of Wales Museum, and
the NWT Library Network.  Presenters will be
discussing their information services and
collections available in the many libraries and
archives to teachers and students across the
NWT.

We hope NWTLA members can register and
attend our session!

Contact Continuing Education Coordinator, Bev
Speight, for more information:
bev_speight@gov.nt.ca or 920-8617.
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libraries in Yellowknife. The new libraries
will be visited annually by PLS staff and be given
support remotely through telephone contact.

Alison Hopkins
ahopkins@northwestel.net

NWT L I B R A R Y  NE W S

New Librarians

Alison Hopkins
Territorial Librarian

Looking back, I remember the Camlachie Public
Library in Ontario. My parents would take us
every week to pick out our books, packing them
up in brown grocery bags. My first job was
shelving books at that library, and I think that I
have worked in libraries ever since. I graduated
with a MLIS from Dalhousie University in 1994,
and started as an entry level librarian at the
Queens Borough Public Library that same year.
Working in such a diverse and large library
system was very interesting, I was able to work
with many different communities and learn a lot
about public service. From gangs, armed
robbery, kids throwing acorns, and a minor gas
explosion, I feel like I have dealt with it all. After
nine years of progressively more responsible
positions, I accepted a management position at
the Brantford Public Library in charge of
circulation and technical services. After three
years, I moved to my current position as
Territorial Librarian. I believe strongly in the
importance of public libraries to every
community and will work with the rest of Public
Library Services to support public libraries in the
NT.

Jennifer Knowlan
Public Services Librarian, Yellowknife
Public Library

Jennifer Knowlan is the new Public Service
Librarian at the Yellowknife Public Library.  She
arrived in Yellowknife in November from Halifax
where she did her MLIS at Dalhousie.  Jennifer is
very interested in public libraries and just
finished a six-month contract as Youth Services
Librarian for the Tantallon and J.D. Shatford
branches of the Halifax Public Libraries.  She is
very excited to be in Yellowknife and looks
forward to some good years in the North.

M.M. de Weerdt Law Library
Last month we let you know that the NWT Court
Library had a new name. Here is why:

Justice Mark de Weerdt (1928 – 2003) came to
Yellowknife in 1958 to become Crown counsel for
the Northwest Territories.  He was one of two
lawyers and he was advised to go back home as
there wasn’t enough work.  He stayed and he and
his wife, Anne, raised 4 boys in Yellowknife; and
put in many many hours.  In 1963, he set up
private practice with David Searle and in 1971 he
became a magistrate judge.  In 1981, he became
a justice in Supreme Court and retired in 1996.

Other news in the M.M. de Weerdt Law Library:

Welcome back Erin O’Rourke from maternity
leave.  You can contact Erin at 920-8615.
Miriam Juniper has left for greener pastures in
Calgary to pursue her studies

-Bev Speight

ENR/ITI Library

The ENR-ITI Library is adding, and sometimes
substituting for print, online journal access for
our researchers both in Yellowknife and the
regions. I've consulted quite a bit with Tanya at
the Environment Canada Library and would
welcome any input or tips from other librarians
too. (Thanks Tanya!)

-Eve Petersen

Legislative Library

On December 9th Legislative Assembly Long
Service Awards were given to Loretta Sabirsh (5
years), Marni McDonald (10 years) and Vera
Raschke (15 years).

--Stuart Hay

Events

Gwynne Dyer

In October, the NWTLA co-sponsored, with
Aurora College, the Book Cellar and the
Yellowknife Public Library, "Back to the Great
Game", a talk by author Gwynne Dyer at
Northern United Place.
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Santa Claus Parade

The NWTLA entered a float in the Yellowknife
Santa Clause Parade. Teaming up with the NWT
Literacy Council and the Yellowknife Public
Library, we presented a float based upon the
children's Christmas story The Steadfast Tin
Soldier. Special thanks to Keenan Gauthier for
the use of his truck and to Eve Petersen for
sewing all the costumes! The float took home
third prize in the Non-Profit Division.

Left to Right: Eve Petersen, Jennifer Knowlan, Deborah
Bruser, Marni McDonald, Janet Diveky, Erin Palmer, Lisa
Campbell, Brenda Green.

Janet Diveky

Upcoming Partnership Courses

New courses: www.thepartnership.ca/cgi-
bin/site/showPage.cgi?page=education/calendar
.html . NWTLA members receive 30% off
teleconference sessions and 25% off on-line
courses

NWTLA Annual General Meeting

The NWTLA Annual General Meeting is
scheduled for 7:00 PM, March 8, 2006 in the
library meeting room at the Yellowknife Public
Library.

2006 NWTLA Memberships

It is time to renew your membership in the
Northwest Territories Library Association for
2006.  Please consider a membership for your
library as well as your personal membership.

Member benefits include:
- A subscription to the NWTLA newsletter, The
SnowShoe
- Discounted registration fees for professional
development activities provided by The
Partnership http://www.thepartnership.ca/
- A 10% discount at The Yellowknife Book Cellar
- Access to a network of librarians, technicians,
and clerks through the NWT
- Involvement in social and professional
development events organized by the NWTLA
- Opportunity to contribute to librarianship in
the NWT by joining the Executive

Membership Fees are due January 1, 2006.

SnowShoe Contact

The SnowShoe is published by the Northwest
Territories Library Association and distributed
free to individual and institutional members. We
welcome feedback to materials printed in
SnowShoe.  Submissions of articles, notices,
bibliographies, announcements, news items, etc.
are accepted.  We prefer submissions in
electronic format if possible.  These can be
forwarded to stuart_hay@gov.nt.ca

Or mail a paper copy to:
NWTLA
P.O. Box 2276
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P7
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 2006 ME M B E R S H I P  AP P L I C A T I O N  FO R M

Northwest Territories Library Association

$15 Individual:  persons wishing to support the objectives of the NWT Library Association.

$30 Institutional:  organisations wishing to support the aims and objectives of the NWT Library Association.

Name:

Mailing Address:

City: Postal Code:

Telephone: (Work) (Home)

Fax:

Internet Address:

Library Affiliation:

Type of Membership:

If an Institutional Membership, please designate an individual who will be representing the Institution:

Areas of interest:

Public Libraries School Libraries Special Libraries Other (specify)

The NWT Library Association strives to promote libraries and archives across the Northwest Territories.  To this
end, projects such as the Directory of Libraries in the Northwest Territories are undertaken.  Your participation in the
Association helps to support these projects.

Membership fees are due 1st January, 2006.

Please make cheques payable to:

Attn: Erin Palmer, Treasurer
Northwest Territories Library Association
P.O. Box 2276,
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P7


