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President’s Report 
by Stuart Hay 
 

As a new year begins I'd like to get you up to date 

on a number of NWTLA initiatives from the past 
year. I'm very happy to say that we now have our 

own website at nwtla.nt.ca. Here you can find 

library news from across the NWT, features on 

your fellow NWTLA members, past issues of our 

newsletter The SnowShoe, the NWTLA constitution 

and by-laws, information on member benefits, 

contact information for the association and its 

executive, as well as links to other library 

associations across the country. We plan to 

expand the website in the coming year so keep 

checking it often. 
 

One of the most interesting links on our website 

takes you to the Education Institute. The Institute 

offers an assortment of online and teleconference 

continuing education courses to bolster your 

professional credentials and help you keep pace 

with the latest and most useful innovations in the 

world of librarianship. The Education Institute is 

an initiative of The Partnership, the association of 

provincial and territorial library associations to 

which we belong. In addition to the continuing 
education courses offered by the Institute, The 

Partnership has also launched a journal, 

Partnership: the Canadian Journal of Library and 

Information Practice and Research. This will be an 

electronic publication whose premiere issue is 

freely available at partnershipjournal.ca.  

 

Another exciting project of The Partnership is the 

soon to be launched National Career Centre, a 

one-stop-shop for information on careers in 

libraries, profiles of various types of library jobs, 
information on library education, working 

overseas, exchange programs, scholarships and 

awards, professional development and continuing 

education, writing and research in librarianship, 

employment resources including help with all 

phases or the job search process, volunteer 
…cont’d on page 2 

 

 

Happy 25th Birthday, NWTLA! 

 
Okay, okay. It’s really Happy 26th, but we’re 

pretty close! In March, 1981, the NWTLA 

registered as a non-profit society. And the 

following year the first newsletter was debuted. It 
wasn’t called The SnowShoe at that time, but 

here’s what was in the inaugural issue: 

• A welcome by then-president Jo-Anne Allison; 

• A newsletter announcement by Margaret Orr, 

Editor; 

• A Membership and Funding Committee report 

by Don Albright; 

• Profiles of the Renewable Resources, Court, 

and Government libraries by Florence 

Kinahan, Monica Welch, Margaret Orr, and 

Susan Mahar respectively. 
 

The Editor would like to have a “Where Are They 

Now?” column in the next SnowShoe, so if you 

have insider information on these or any other 

former association members, send it to 

shadofthenorth@gmail.com.  

 

A growing list of past issues of The ShowShoe is 

available online at nwtla.nt.ca.  
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opportunities, mentoring, life after retirement, as 

well as job postings and resume posting. 
 

Not all of our activities have been serious and 

sober this past year. We seem to have developed 

a mania for parading ourselves around the 

streets of Yellowknife, having entered the 2006 

Canada Day and Santa Claus parades, to 

complement our entry in the 2005 Santa Claus 

parade. There's nothing like walking down a 

city's main street, dressed as a book, or in your 

pajamas, to give you a little perspective and 

make you forget some of the more serious things 
on your mind. I recommend it for everyone. 

 

Continuing Education Corner 

E-Journal 

The first issue of Partnership: the Canadian 

Journal of Library and Information Practice and 

Research has just been published at 

partnershipjournal.ca. From the website simply 

click on CURRENT to review the Table of 

Contents. On the site you will find information 

about this new journal and how to submit an 

article. 

 

Education Institute (EI) Courses 
There is a full slate of courses being offered again 

in the New Year. NWTLA members qualify for the 

member rates so be sure to keep your 

membership current. Membership fees are due 

January 1, 2007. Check out current offerings at 

thepartnership.ca.  

 

Some courses are now being offered in French. 

These can also be found in the EI course 

calendar online. 

 
If you have a great idea for a course you would 

like to see, have a suggestion for a speaker or are 

interested in developing a course please let Erin 

Palmer know.  The EI committee is always 

looking for new ideas and speakers. 

 

Conferences: 

A list of upcoming Library Related conferences 

can be found here: 

library2.usask.ca/%7Edworacze/CONF.HTM 

 

Next Polar Libraries Colloquy is June 2 – 6, 2008 
in Edmonton: 

arcticcentre.ulapland.fi/polarweb/plc/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Knowlan 

Public Services Librarian, Yellowknife 

Public Library 

 
Jennifer Knowlan is the new Public Service 

Librarian at the Yellowknife Public Library.  She 

 

Library News 
 

 

Aurora College Library (Yellowknife) 

The library welcomes Karin Clegg to the staff as 

the new library technician. Karin is currently 

finishing her library technician diploma through 

Nova Scotia Community College and she’s 

already sinking her teeth into cataloguing and 

public service. Karin studied anthropology and 

ran an environmental store before coming to 
Yellowknife with her husband Stuart, president 

of NWTLA and Branch Librarian of the Legislative 

Assembly Library. 

 

NWT Geoscience Office Library 

Erin Palmer is happy to announce that NTGO 

publications can now be accessed directly from 

the Gateway system at nwtgeoscience.ca. 

 

PWS Library 

Although nothing terribly new is jumping off the 
shelves at Janet Diveky’s library, she’s proud to 

proclaim her 20th year working in libraries. 

Would you believe she’s worked in ten libraries? 

Her favourite was working for the library at the 

High Commission for Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 

where she savoured the free cigarettes, cocktails, 

and gentlemen patrons who paid her more 

attention than her supervisor probably cared for! 

 

Yellowknife Public Library 

The library welcomes Taryl Gula to the position 
of Public Services Librarian filling the vacancy 

created when Jennifer Knowlan left to pursue her 

freelance indexing and library services business. 

 

Taryl hails originally from Niagara on the Lake 

where his mother worked in the public library for 

over 25 years. Like Jennifer, Taryl graduated 

from Dalhouse University, and his interest in 

information access in rural Canada led him to 

Nunavut Public Library Services as Community 

Services Librarian. But Nunavut’s loss is our 
gain, and Taryl is eager to start working one-on-

one with the public. 
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2006: Booked into Parades 

Members of the NWTLA participated in three 

great community events in 2006, including the 

Gumboots Rally, Canada Day Parade, and Santa 

Clause Parade. Books were obviously the theme. 

And for the first two events, we actually dressed 

up as books! 

 

 
Gumboots Rally. L to R: Shad Turner, Jennifer Knowlan, 
Eve Petersen, Maggie McDonald, Erin Suliak, members of 
the “Gumbooks” team 
 

 
 

 
  Canada Day Parade. Jennifer Knowlan and Stuart Hay 
 
 

The NWTLA has also been active in the 

community by volunteering its time to clean up 

Somba K’e park in Yellowknife as part of the 

City’s Adopt-a-Street program. It’s amazing to see 

what reading material people are throwing away 

in the woods! 
 

 

 
 

Alia’s Mission: Saving the Books of Iraq 

-a review by Jennifer Knowlan 

"What a vapid job title our culture gives to those 

honorable laborers the ancient Egyptians and 

Sumerians variously called Learned Men of the Magic 

Library, Scribes of the Double House of Life, Mistresses 

of the House of Books, or Ordainers of the Universe. 

Librarian – that mouth-contorting, graceless grind of a 

word, that dry gulch in the dictionary between libido 

and licentious – it practically begs you to envision a 

stoop-shouldered loser, socks mismatched, eyes locked 

in a permanent squint from reading too much microfiche. 

If it were up to me, I would abolish the word entirely and 

turn back to the lexicological wisdom of the ancients, 

who saw librarians not as feeble sorters and shelvers 

but as heroic guardians. In Assyrian, Babylonian, and 

Egyptian cultures alike, those who toiled at the shelves 

were often bestowed with a proud, even soldierly, title: 

Keeper of the Books." 

– from The Island of Lost Maps: a true story of 

cartographic crime by Miles Harvey 

 

In the Western world in this information age, physical 

books are losing their importance as sources of 
information – they are being replaced by searchable 

databases of journal articles, magazine entries, sound 
clips, even parts of books themselves. Especially in the 

academic world, it is very easy to rely on electronic media 
to fulfil one's information needs. This is not necessarily a 

bad thing, but it is important to remember that physical 
books remain sources of information, culture, history and 

collective memory. 
 

Most of us who work in libraries – and frequent them – 
take for granted that what is there one day will be there 

the next. This is not always so, especially in countries 
besieged by war. 
 

The story of an Iraqi librarian who in 2003 proved herself 
to be a true Keeper of the Books is told in Alia's Mission: 

saving the books of Iraq. A slender children's book in 
graphic novel format, it tells the story of a heroic woman 

who risked her life to save the books in Basra Central 
Library from destruction. When her library and its 

contents were threatened by war, Alia Muhammad Baker 
was denied permission to move the books to a safer 

location. She instead smuggled them out of the library 
armful by armful under the noses of armed guards and 

stored them in her own home and in those of her friends. 
She managed to save 70% of the books in Basra Central 
Library – almost the grand total of Iraqi history, culture, 

and collective memory. 
 

The book tells of how people pulled together in a time of 
need to defy the authorities and save something they all 

believed in – books. Although in children's book format, 
the story is irresistible to young and old alike – a woman 

so dedicated to reading, freedom of information, and 
preservation of culture that she almost single-handedly 

saved 70% of the books in Basra Central Library before it 
burned to the ground in 2003. 
http://www.thepartnership.ca/ 
- A 10% discount at The Yellowknife Book Cellar 

- Access to a network of librarians, technicians, 

and clerks through the NWT 

- Involvement in social and professional 

development events organized by the NWTLA 

- Opportunity to contribute to librarianship in 

the NWT by joining the Executive 
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 2007 M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R M 
 

Northwest Territories Library Association 
 

$20 Individual:  persons wishing to support the objectives of the NWT Library Association. 
 
$35 Institutional:  organisations wishing to support the aims and objectives of the NWT Library Association. 
 

Name:                                                                                           
 
Mailing Address:                                                                              
 
City: Postal Code:                                     
 
Telephone:    (Work)    (Home)                                      
 
Fax:                                                                                              
 
Internet Address:                                                                               
 
Library Affiliation:                                                                            
 
Type of Membership:                                                                         
 
If an Institutional Membership, please designate an individual who will be representing the Institution:    
           
                                            
 
Areas of interest:  
 
Public Libraries  School Libraries  Special Libraries Other (specify)                    
 
                  
 
The NWT Library Association strives to promote libraries and archives across the Northwest Territories.  To this 
end, projects such as the Directory of Libraries in the Northwest Territories are undertaken.  Your participation in the 
Association helps to support these projects. 
 
 
Membership fees are due January 1, 2007 
 
Please make cheques payable to:  
 

Attn: Marni McDonald, Treasurer 
Northwest Territories Library Association 
P.O. Box 2276, 
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P7 
 

2007 NWTLA Memberships 
 
Please consider a membership for your library as well as your personal membership. 
 
Member benefits include: 
- A subscription to the NWTLA newsletter, The SnowShoe 
- Discounted registration fees for professional development activities provided by The Partnership 
www.thepartnership.ca 
- A 10% discount at The Yellowknife Book Cellar 
- Access to a network of librarians, technicians, and clerks through the NWT 
- Involvement in social and professional development events organized by the NWTLA 
- Opportunity to contribute to librarianship in the NWT by joining the Executive 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


