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NWTLA 2007 
 
So far, 2007 has been a good year for the NWTLA 
folks. We’ve ‘represented’ in the big city 
(Partnership meetings), we’ve raised money for 
charity (Gumboot Rally), we’ve acted as sanitation 
engineers (cleaning Samba’ke Park), and we’ve 
paraded the streets (Canada Day) as the Heroes of 
the Information Age that we are. 
 
Partnership Meetings 
  
The NWTLA is a member of the Partnership 
(www.thepartnership.ca ), Canada’s national 
network of provincial and territorial library 
associations. NWTLA President Jennifer Knowlan 
traveled to Toronto in January to represent the 
NWTLA at the Partnership meetings right before 
the Ontario Library Association (OLA) 
superconference.  
 As many of you know, your NWTLA 
membership entitles you to discounted courses 
through The Partnership’s Education Institute. 
These dial-in or Web courses are ideal for us in 
the north – they’re cheap, they’re accessible, and 
they provide excellent content. What a great way 
to continue our educations, when it is so hard for 
most of us to attend live conferences and 
seminars! 
 The Partnership is also putting together a 
Career Centre, which will be live on the Web soon. 
The NWTLA (courtesy of Kate Guay and Alison 
Hopkins) has provided the ‘Professional 
Development and Continuing Education’ part, so 
keep your eye on the Partnership website. 
 
2007 Conference Updates 
 
CLA 2007, St. John’s, Newfoundland 
 
I tend towards introversion and always find large 
conferences a bit of a trial. To survive, I 
consciously plan my time so that I have space to 
be alone. CLA was in St. John’s this past year,  

 

which is a bit difficult to get to from Hay River. I 
ended up picking an all-night flight and was half 
dead by the time I arrived. 
 
The theme of the 2007 CLA Conference was 
“Retain – Recruit – Restructure: Regenerating the 
Library Community”. One of the keynote 
speakers, Dr. Linda Duxbury spoke to this theme 
in an entertaining presentation. Her focus was on 
generational differences in the workplace and the 
social and economic factors contributing to them. 
She described the economic climate over the 
years as an explanation of some of the 
differences. For example, for many years jobs 
were scarce, and employees were willing to do 
what it took to keep their position, including lots 
of extra hours. Today and expected to increase in 
the near future, employees are the scarcer 
resource and the younger generations are not 
willing to behave the way that older generations 
did. Generation Y has high expectations of the 
workplace and is able to change positions if those 
expectations are not meet. Older generations have 
to accept and adapt to this reality. 
 
I am from Generation X and I have lived through 
a lot of what she described. I have been perplexed 
at people who are willing to work all weekend 
quite happily and at people willing to quit their 
job when they didn’t get the vacation they 
wanted. Now I understand more about why they 
made those decisions and why I didn’t. 

….Continued page 2 
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The highlight of the conference for me (besides 
the food, of course) was a medical indexing 
workshop taught by Pilar Wyman. It was very 
hands-on, and we all created a short index 
together. It’s always a great learning experience to 
see firsthand how others make indexing choices, 
both for term selection and index structure. 
Another highlight was making connections with 
indexers from all across the States and Canada. 
Everyone was very interested in hearing about life 
in the north! 
 
Next year the ASI conference is in Denver, 
Colorado. I hope my conference budget stretches 
that far, because I’d love to go again. 
-- Jennifer Knowlan 
 

 

The Partnership Job Board and Career Centre 
The Partnership’s Job Board is an integration of 
the joblines and jobsites of Partnership 
associations across Canada. This new one stop 
shop lists positions available to library and 
information personnel from coast to coast to 
coast. For more information or to post a job, visit 
the web site at www.libraryjobs.ca. This is the 
first stage of the new collective Career Centre.  
The next phases will include information about 
librarianship and library work and a résumé 
database of Partnership association members. 
 
Continuing Education Corner 
 
Upcoming conferences & meetings 
Library related conference world wide 
http://homepage.usask.ca/~mad204/CONF.HTM  
 
Courses 
Education Institute 
NWTLA members are eligible for discounts on EI 
courses!  Make sure you have a current NWTLA 
membership!!  See what’s coming up at: 
http://www.thepartnership.ca 
 
If you have an idea for a course speaker or topic 
you would like to see presented by the Education 
Institute or if you are interested in developing (or 
helping develop) a course please contact Erin 
Palmer (erin_palmer@gov.nt.ca or 867-669-2636).   
 
The Professional Learning Centre of the 
Faculty of Information Studies, University of 
Toronto offers some great web-based distance 
learning opportunities.  These are not part of the 
EI but are definitely worth checking out! 
http://plc.fis.utoronto.ca/ 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

That presentation was pretty much the highlight 
for me at the conference. For your related reading 
assignment, I am copying in a couple of good 
blogs that I read. All represent the newer 
generation and interesting reading if you would 
like to learn more. 
 
Penelope’s Trunk’s Brazen Careerist: Advice at 
the intersection of work and life – today’s entry is 
about 70 friends starting a company in 3 days 
 
Escape from Cubicle Nation: how to go from 
corporate prisoner to thriving entrepreneur by 
Pamela Slim – today’s entry is about handling the 
“starting a business is too hard” wall 
 
The Annoyed Librarian – today’s entry is a 
complaint about ALA spam mail 
-- Alison Hopkins, Territorial Librarian 

 
American Society of Indexers (ASI) Conference 
2007: Philadelphia, PA 
 
Indexing has a tangential but important 
relationship to libraries and the library world. 
Librarians use indexes to make selection choices 
and to find information; they also teach the 
proper use of indexes to patrons. Having left the 
world of librarianship to pursue indexing, I 
thought I’d keep you all up to date on what those 
indexers are doing.   
 
The 2007 ASI conference was held in beautiful 
historical downtown Philadelphia. The conference 
theme was ‘liberating the index’ (a reference to 
the Liberty Bell and Philly’s role in birthing 
America).  My colleague Shad Turner and I 
arrived a day early to take in the sights, and 
spent most of our time gasping in shady parks, 
sipping iced coffee and adjusting to the thirty-
degree shift in temperature. That’s the thing 
about traveling down south in May: it takes a bit 
of getting used to! 
 
We were ready to get indexing (in the air-
conditioned hotel) by the time our pre-conference 
workshop on creating taxonomies and controlled 
vocabularies rolled around. The conference 
passed in a blur of workshops, sessions, lunches 
and speeches. There were pre-conference 
workshops on Thursday, conference sessions all 
Friday and Saturday morning, and post-
conference workshops on Saturday afternoon. It 
was fascinating to meet the indexers who’ve 
written books I’ve read; fascinating to meet so 
many others who’ve chosen this rather obscure 
calling. 
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NWT LI B R A R Y  NE W S  

New Librarians 
David Burke 
Born and raised in Alberta, David Burke began 
his professional life with a Bachelors degree in 
English and Philosophy.  This degree brought 
him to Dundee, Scotland, as an exchange 
student where he became involved with the 
University of Dundee Lip Theatre Co. He acted in 
several productions, including a run at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival.   
 
Upon completion of his first degree David moved 
to Halifax, NS, to attend the School of 
Information Management at the Dalhousie 
University where he had the pleasure of serving 
as the co-chair of the school’s students’ 
association.  David has gained work experience 
at the National Library of Scotland (Edinburgh), 
the Dalhousie Office of Institutional Analysis and 
Research (Halifax), TAB Products of Canada 
(Calgary) and is currently the Records 
Coordinator for the Industry, Tourism and 
Investment and Environment and Natural 
Resources departments at the GNWT.   
 
Since moving to the NWT in May of ’07 David has 
been enjoying the cultural depth and richness of 
the Canadian North and looks forward to 
exploring the beauty of the northern wilderness. 
 
Melissa Legacy  
Melissa moved to Yellowknife with her husband 
from London Ontario in October 2007. She 
graduated from York University with an Honours 
BA degree in English while living in Toronto, 
Ontario. Then went on and graduated with a 
Masters of Library and Information Science 
degree from The University of Western Ontario in 
London, Ontario. 
 
After receiving her MLIS, Melissa spent a year 
teaching ESL in Ulsan, South Korea with her 
husband. Melissa has a lot of previous public 
and academic library work experience from 
Norfolk County Public Library, Toronto Public 
Library and the D.B. Weldon Library at The 
University of Western Ontario.  
 
With these years of experience the staff and 
patrons of the Yellowknife Public Library are sure 
to be feeling very fortunate and grateful to have 
Melissa join the team at YPL as the new Public 
Services Librarian. Welcome to Yellowknife 
Melissa! 

 

 
Events 

Gumboot Rally 

The ‘Murder Mystery Gumbooks’ rallied round 
the Yellowknife Association for Community Living 
at their annual Gumboot Rally on May 12. When 
else can you dress up in a silly costume and 
throw, toss, wear, roll marbles into, and 
otherwise have fun with gumboots? This year we 
raised $375 toward a total of over $23,000. We 
also won best costumes for the second year in a 
row! Well, with new member David Burke in a 
real body bag, how could they resist? Photos at 
http://picasaweb.google.com/jknowlan/GumbootRally2007.  
 

 
 
Left to Right: Erin Palmer, Stuart Hay, Eve Petersen, 
Marni McDonald, Jennifer Knowlan, David Burke 
 
Samba’ke Park 

The NWTLA has ‘adopted’ Samba’ke Park in 
Yellowknife and has vowed to keep it litter-free at 
all times (or at least a couple of times a year). 
The fearless be-gloved library types met at the 
park on June 7 for a cleanup. We didn’t find 
anything too wild this time around, but there’s  
always hope for next time… 
We are still waiting for the posting of the sign 
that recognises us as the park’s sponsor; the City 
has promised that it is in the works and will be 
coming soon. 
 
Canada Day Parade 

The Heroes of the Information Age took to the 
streets on July 1 and handed out temporary 
tattoos that say ‘I Read Canadian’ to the eager 
children of Yellowknife. The NWTLA now has two 
banners, one for each side of the ‘float;’ this is 
much better for visibility. 
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Thanks to all who participated; we’ll start 
planning the Christmas parade soon! 

 
Left to Right: Kate Guay, Jennifer Knowlan, Taryl Gula 
David Burke, Stuart Hay. 
 
Departing Librarians 
 
Marni McDonald, library technician at the 
Legislative Branch Library, has left the to 
relocate in Southern Ontario. Marni has been a 
long time member of the NWTLA, serving on the 
executive for many years as secretary and most 
rescently as treasurer. Marni will be sorely 
missed in the library community and not just at 
the NWTLA where she has brightened nearly 
every event, function or meeting we have had. We 
wish her all the best down south. 
 
Stuart Hay, legislative librarian at the Legislative 
Branch Library, will depart for Winnipeg in early 
November.  As a member of the NWTLA Stuart 
has held the posts of Vice President, President 
and is currently Past President.  Stewart has 
been an enthusiastic proponant for NWTLA 
initiatives and participation in community events 
during his time in Yellowknife.  He will be 
remembered for his professionalism and missed 
for his indefatigable support of Librarianship in 
the Yellowknife Community.  We wish Stuart all 
the best in his new life in Winnipeg.   
 
Book Reviews! 
English Passengers by Matthew Kneale  
 
I read it at Easter time and have been thinking 
about it ever since - not many books make that 
much of an impression on you. In essence, the 
story is about an ill-fated voyage involving a 
Manx ship and crew trying to smuggle 
contraband brandy and tobacco into England, 
who end up being chartered to Tasmania by 
some Englishmen on an expedition to find the 
Garden of Eden. It is a crazy premise with  

fittingly crazy results.  The story is by turns 
funny, touching, and just plain sad. The subplot 
of the book is the English colonization of 
Tasmania and the ill-treatment of the aboriginal 
Tasmanians. The author appears to have done 
his homework, as a large part of the book 
concerns the history of Tasmania and its people 
through the middle of the 19th Century. One of 
the main characters is a native Tasmanian, and 
while the creation of such a character is mostly 
the author's imagination (as there are no real 
native Tasmanians left), he creates a touching 
portrait of a person facing the extinction of his 
people. 
--Janet Diveky 
 
2007 NWTLA Memberships 
 
It is not too late renew your membership in the 
Northwest Territories Library Association for 
2007.  Please consider a membership for your 
library as well as your personal membership. 
 
Member benefits include: 
- A subscription to the NWTLA newsletter, The 
SnowShoe 
- Discounted registration fees for professional 
development activities provided by The 
Partnership http://www.thepartnership.ca/ 
- A 10% discount at The Yellowknife Book Cellar 
- Access to a network of librarians, technicians, 
and clerks through the NWT 
- Involvement in social and professional 
development events organized by the NWTLA 
- Opportunity to contribute to librarianship in 
the NWT by joining the Executive 
 

 

SnowShoe Contact 
 
The SnowShoe is published by the Northwest 
Territories Library Association and distributed 
free to individual and institutional members. 
Submissions of articles, notices, bibliographies, 
announcements, news items, etc. are accepted, 
preferably in electronic format.  These can be 
sent to info@nwtla.nt.ca and paper copies to: 
 
  NWTLA 
  P.O. Box 2276 
  Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P7 
 

mailto:info@nwtla.nt.ca�
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 2007  ME M B E R S H I P  AP P L I C A T I O N  FO R M 
 
Northwest Territories Library Association 
 
$20 Individual:  persons wishing to support the objectives of the NWT Library Association. 
 
$35 Institutional:  organisations wishing to support the aims and objectives of the NWT Library Association. 
 
Name:                                                                                           
 
Mailing Address:                                                                              
 
City: Postal Code:                                     
 
Telephone:    (Work)    (Home)                                      
 
Fax:                                                                                              
 
Internet Address:                                                                               
 
Library Affiliation:                                                                            
 
Type of Membership:                                                                         
 
If an Institutional Membership, please designate an individual who will be representing the Institution:    
           
                                            
 
Areas of interest:  
 
Public Libraries  School Libraries  Special Libraries Other (specify)                    
 
                  
 
The NWT Library Association strives to promote libraries and archives across the Northwest Territories.  To this 
end, projects such as the Directory of Libraries in the Northwest Territories are undertaken.  Your participation in the 
Association helps to support these projects. 
 
 
Membership fees are due 1st January, 2007. 
 
Please make cheques payable to:  
 

Attn: Treasurer 
Northwest Territories Library Association 
P.O. Box 2276, 
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P7 
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