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“Mine for knowledge @ 

your Library” 
 

An enthusiastic group of 
NWTLA members had a 

wonderful time dressed as 
miners at the Yellowknife 
Canada Day Parade. Using 
slogans such as “Mine for 

knowledge @ your Library” 
and “Be a book prospector 

@ your Library”, the group 
pushed a miner’s cart 
filled with books down the 

street. 

 
Included inside this 

issue 

 Meet your new 

executive 

 Photos of the YK Public 

Library grand opening 

 Removing mold from 

books 
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.       What do you look forward to at work? 
I really like the variety of what I get to do at my 
job. Besides my regular activities, I have had the 
chance to compile an abstract volume for 
Geoscience Forum, organize and staff the NTGO 
booth for the Prospectors and Developers 
Association of Canada (PDAC) meeting one year, 
and participate as a member of the Local 
Organizing Committee for the Yellowknife 2007 
joint meeting of Geological Association of Canada  
and Mineralogical Association of Canada.     
 

.       I had heard that library marketing and promotion 
is important in special libraries such as yours – 
care to comment on this? Do you find this is true 
and if so, what do you do? 
Yes, this is true.  This is really where I need to do 
more.  Thus far I have relied on our general office 
promotion in the form of booths at various 
geology conferences that our geologists attend.  
   

7.       How long have you lived in the NWT? Do you 
have an interesting transition story to tell? 
I can’t believe it has been 5 years Alison!  Can’t 
say I have any interesting stories except that my 
first summer here I got a bug bite on my eye lid 
and my eye swelled shut.  Of course my parents 
were arriving in the next few days.  When I went 
out to greet them they were horrified.  No, I 
wasn’t in a brawl at the Gold Range. 
 

8.       What sorts of things do you enjoy when not 
working? Hobbies? Travel?  
I like travelling and golf. I took up curling this 
past winter and joined a fun league with some 
people from work.  I’m terrible at it, but it gets me 
out in the dead of winter. 
 

9.       Would you like to share any information about 
your family? 
I’m single, no kids and I grew up in Lethbridge, 
Alberta where my parents still reside. 
 

10.   Is there anything that you have wanted to share 
with the library world and have been waiting for 
the opportunity or the question? (now is the time!) 
Mmm, good question Alison.  Thank you for this 
opportunity to share a little about me.  I really 
appreciate all your support and guidance as I 
take on this new role in the NWTLA.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Erin Palmer,  

NWTLA President, 2009-2010 
Our reporter gets the real scoop, from the Prez 

herself 
 

Congratulations on becoming the next NWTLA 
President. I understand that you have been 
involved in the organization for a while – can you 
tell our readers something about your experience? 
Thanks for asking Alison.  I moved to Yellowknife 
in March 2004.  I believe I joined NWTLA later 
that year.  I remember going to an NWTLA 
barbecue that first summer.  Since then I’ve been 
involved on the executive as Treasurer, 
Continuing Education Co-ordinator and Vice 
President.  I have also been helping to compile 
material for our newsletter, SnowShoe. 
 

2.       Any goals for your year as NWTLA President? 
What will characterize your year? 
It would be great if NWTLA could together a 
course for the Education Institute since we have 
been asked to consider this.  The task requires 
coming up with a topic, finding a speaker and 
organizing the details of the session.  I have also 
thought about doing an update to the NWT 
Library Directory that was done several years ago 
and making it somehow available on our website, 
however, both of these require quite a bit of work 
and we are a small volunteer association. 
 

3.       I understand that you work as a Librarian at the 
Northwest Territories Geoscience Office. Care to 
share something about your work?  
Yes, I am the librarian at the NWT Geoscience 
Office (NTGO).  I manage the library and archives 
which includes processing client requests for 
information as well as the usual library stuff like 
maintaining subscriptions, ordering materials, 
doing interlibrary loans, cataloguing, etc.  I also 
work with the team that makes enhancements 
and fixes bugs in our web application that we 
refer to as “Gateway” which is the application that 
allows our clients to search, download and order 
scanned and digital versions of our publications 
and various reports.  During the summer I hire 
students to scan our historical industry 
collections so we can gradually make these 
available through our web site. 
 
Do you handle reference questions – if so, any 
interesting ones to share? 
I get some reference questions but it’s mostly 
directing clients to where to find the data they are 
looking for or helping them navigate our web 
site.    
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My first summer here I got a bug 

bite on my eye lid and my eye 

swelled shut…No, I wasn’t in a 

brawl at the Gold Range. 
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Brenda MacLeod,  
NWTLA Vice-President, 2009-2010 

 
I have enjoyed being a member of the NWTLA - 
participating in parades, adopting the park, 
attending meetings and I look forward to my term 
as Vice-President.  I know I can count on advice 
and assistance from our President, Erin Palmer. 
 
After graduating in 1992 with a Library 
Technician Diploma from Kingstec Community 
College in Nova Scotia, I was employed at law 
libraries, school libraries, public libraries and a 
university library in Nova Scotia and eventually 
Saskatchewan. After a vacation visit to 
Edmonton and Banff, my feet were itching to 
travel, so when the lure of a first grand-child 
drew me to Yellowknife, I was ready for an 
adventure.   

 
But I was only staying for a year!  How many 
times have I heard other Yellowknifers say the 
same thing!  Only a year and here I am eight 
years later. 
 
I was fortunate to be hired by Yellowknife 
Catholic School Board to be Library Technician 
at Ecole St. Joseph School in 2003.  The school 
population consists of grades kindergarten to 
grade eight, including French Immersion.  The 
school is presently in the process of a retrofit and 
although times are busy and challenging, the end 
result will be a shiny, new school with a fabulous 
library. 
 
I enjoy working at ESJS - organizing library 
contests and events, such as, author visits, 
literacy nights and bookfairs, is an exciting part 
of the job.  Our library has enthusiastic Library 
Student Assistants and the library could not run 
efficiently without their excellent assistance and 
competence.  I am privileged to be able to listen 
to students and staff rave about their books and 
authors, to assist them to find resources or 
answer their reference questions. 

 
Life in Yellowknife has also been an adventure - 
warming up to the minus temperatures, bragging 
to friends and relatives in Nova Scotia about our 
oodles of fluffy, white snow, laughing at antics of 
ravens as they tease my daughter's dogs, boating 
on the Great Slave Lake; tipping the canoe my 
first time canoeing; being a GrammieB and 
reading with my grandchildren, visiting the gems 
of Yellowknife – The Yellowknife Bookcellar, 
NAAC, the Prince of Wales of Cultural Centre, 
the ice castle - these are some of my favourite 
things as the song warbles.. 

 

Trudy Joosse, 
NWTLA Secretary, 2009-2010 

 
The library profession was always in the back of 
my mind, so after 20 years of teaching 
elementary school, I went back to school for my 
Masters of Library and Information Science.  
While getting my degree I worked part-time as a 
circulation clerk at the Sarnia Public Library.  
When I finished my degree I was lucky to get a 
reference librarian position at the same library.  I 
enjoy library work so much I only wish I had 
done it earlier.  
 
My husband and I had always talked about 
moving “North” someday.  But we owned a dairy 
farm in Southern Ontario so moving was not to 
be until now!  We had always said that once our 
two children were somewhat out of the house, we 
would be adventurous and move.  Our daughter 
is just finishing her Masters in Spanish at the 
University of Toronto and our son is in his third 
year at Trent University.  So last summer I 
started looking for work in the North and ended 
up with a few teaching contracts for Aurora 
College in the Teacher Education Program in 
Behchoko.  (At the time there didn’t seem to be 
any library jobs available).  So we loaded up the 
truck, took our dog, and hit the road last 
October.  My husband has since found 
employment as well. 

 
My teaching contracts have ended for now, and I 
am currently working at the Book Cellar 
Bookstore, which is not unlike library work in a 
lot of ways – cataloguing, readers’ advisory, etc.  I 
have also picked up some casual work both at 
the Yellowknife Public Library and the Legislative 
Library.  It’s good to be back in the library field 
even though it hasn’t been that long!   

 
As to what I like to do in my spare time – I know 
it’s cliché, but of course reading figures into my 
free time quite heavily.  I like to fool around on 
the piano (I am self taught so not that good really 
but I enjoy it), I love singing (hope to join a choir 
sometime soon), and I enjoy cross-stitch.  I used 
to be more involved with sports, especially 
volleyball and slow-pitch, but haven’t had the 
time recently.  I also love to watch movies, 
especially foreign ones.  

 
It’s great to be living in Yellowknife, a place I 
taught my grade 5 students about for years.  It’s 
hard to believe we’ve been here for half a year 
already!  
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Yellowknife Public 
Library reopened after 
extensive renovations. 

Above, onlookers watch 
as the official ribbon is cut 
and right, staff demo the 
new Self-Check station! 


 

Websites of Interest 
 
Free Table of Contents service 
With the ticTOCs Journal Tables of Contents service (http://www.tictocs.ac.uk/) it is easy to keep up-
to-date with newly published scholarly material.  Find thousands of journal tables of contents from 
multiple publishers.  
 
Conference Proceedings 
 
The proceedings of the five Canadian Permafrost Conferences (1962-1990) are now available for 
searching and viewing at http://www.aina.ucalgary.ca/cpc 
 

http://www.tictocs.ac.uk/
http://www.aina.ucalgary.ca/cpc
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Farewell to Lisa Shearing, Treasurer! 
President Erin Palmer interviews Ms. Shearing as 
she prepares to leave the North 
 
Lisa, I hear you and your husband are leaving the 
Northwest Territories.  Where are your next 
adventures taking you?                   
James, my husband, is being posted to Edmonton 
and I am following him there.  I’m looking forward 
to the bigger city! 
 
Are you planning to continue working in the 
library field?                   
No job in sight yet, but I will be applying for jobs 
in the library field and the science field (my 
major). 
 
I hope you enjoyed your time here.  I’m sure it 
was a big change from Georgia.  Do you have any 
stories to share about adapting to life in the 
North?   
My first winter was interesting and believe it or 
not I was actually too HOT!  The reason being 
that my husband decided to rent me a Canadian 
Goose snow mantra and loaded me up with warm 
mitts, long johns and thick socks… it took me a 
year to adjust and realize that I wasn’t going to 
get hypothermia from walking to my car.   It has 
been 3 winters and I still manage to lose a pair of 
mitts every 2 -3 weeks.  James actually tied a 
rope through my parka to keep my mitts close at 
hand… I still managed to lose one!  What man in 
the military can’t tie a knot!?! 
 
The taste of my first grapefruit from the grocery 
store in YK almost threw me off my chair!  WOW, 
I can’t believe how bitter it was and I had to pour 
tons of sugar to eat the rest of it.  In Georgia, our 
grapefruits come directly from Florida and are 
really sweet… you just learn what not to buy and 
go for the good stuff here like Alberta beef, bison, 
Okanagan grapes, etc…   
 
OH… the cost of liquor here is 
UNBELIEVEABLE!!! 

 
What will you miss most about Yellowknife and 
the NWT?    
I will miss my 5 minute drive to work, seeing 
familiar faces every day, my job with the 
Legislative Library, camping at Prelude, the 
wonderful mild summers and the beauty of 
nature here. 
 
Do you have anything you wish to share with our 
readers?    
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4  The last couple of years in the NWTLA was fun.  

Only in a town like Yellowknife would you join a 
group and become a member of the Executive the 
same day!  I enjoyed being Treasurer and had a 
fantastic time at the Canada Day Parade 2009.  I 
do wish I had more time to do more activities with 
you all.  Best of luck in the future. 
      
We are going to miss you.  You have been a 
fabulous treasurer for NWTLA and you got our 
books back in top shape!  Thank you for all 
your hard work, we really appreciate 
it.                    
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Welcome our new Treasurer, 
Kate Guay! 
Kate Guay is a long time 
Northerner who first came to 
Yellowknife in 1989. After 
graduating from Ryerson with 
her bachelor’s degree in 
journalism, she found herself 
back in Yellowknife and 
compelled to join the Yellowknife 
Public Library as a part time 
clerk, realizing she much 
preferred working in research 
and information institutions to 
chasing ambulances, so to 
speak. It was at YPL that, 
through the encouragement of 
its staff, she realized she wanted 
to pursue graduate work in the 
field. By happy accident, she 
ended up working as a summer 
student for two years at the NWT 
Archives. After receiving her 
master’s degree in information 
studies from the University of 
Toronto, she has returned again 
to Yellowknife as an intern 
archivist with the NWT Archives.  
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Removing mold & smell from books  
submitted by Erin Palmer 
 
This came across on the Geonet listserv recently 
and I thought it was interesting.  I haven’t tried 
the suggested techniques but they are intriguing. 
Someone was asking on behalf of a relative how 
to remove mold from books without huge 
expense.  
 
Here are the suggestions: 
 
Suggestion #1 for removing mold - Use a 
microwave but make sure that the books do not 
have any gold leaf lettering on the pages because 
that will cause arcing.  Microwave a 2” thick 
hardcover book on high for about 30 seconds at 
first then 1 minute. Gently wipe off the mold 
dust.  It was noted that this technique was not 
used on a rare or valuable book and there was no 
visible damage to the glue or binding. 
 
Suggestion #2 for removing moldy / musty 
smell - Fix a pan of cat litter (fresh - of course 
and away from your library cat).  Suspend the 
book above the cat litter on some type of wire 
cage, dish rack or other contrivance so the pages 
can be spread out.  Leave it for a while and 
change the pages that are spread out every so 
often.  Do NOT put the book in the cat litter.  The 
cat litter should soak up at least some of the 
smell.  The person posting this suggested cat 
litter with baking soda may work better and 
setting this up in a room/closet with less air 
circulation may help absorb smells better.  She 
tried this with some garage sale items and 
apparently it does work.   
 

 

Hey did you know… 
submitted by Aingeal Stone 
 
…about open access full-text journals (and 
books) on-line? 
 
Check out these links for free access to full-text 
journals: 
 
DIRECTORY OF OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS 
(http://www.doaj.org/), this service covers free, 
full text, quality controlled scientific and 
scholarly journals. As of May 2009 there are 
4144 journals covered. 
 
HIGHWIRE PRESS FREE ON-LINE FULL TEXT 
ARTICLES 
(http://highwire.stanford.edu/lists/freeart.dtl) 
List limited to journals published online with the 
assistance of HighWire Press. There are 17 sites 
with free trial periods, 277 sites have free back 
issues, and 45 completely free sites. 
 
STRATEGIAN: The Strategic Guide to Quality 
Information in Biology, Chemistry, Computer 
Science, Mathematics, Medicine, Physics, and 
Psychology. Free Full Text Journal and 
Magazine Articles.  
(http://www.strategian.com/free_full_text_article
s.html) The magazines and journals listed allow 
free access to the complete text of some or all of 
the articles in selected issues--usually issues 
published fairly recently. The publications do not 
require any sort of registration in order to access 
the full text; journals and other services that do 
require registration in order to access full text 
content--even if the registration is free--are not 
listed. 
 
OPEN CONTENT ALLIANCE (OCA) 
(http://www.opencontentalliance.org/about/) is 
a collaborative effort of a group of cultural, 
technology, non-profit, and governmental 
organizations from around the world that helps 
build a permanent archive of multilingual 
digitized text and multimedia material. 
 
Just an FYI…the Canadian Library Association’s 
Position Statement on Open Access for Canadian 
Libraries can be read at:  
http://www.cla.ca/AM/Template.cfm?Section=P
osition_Statements&Template=/CM/ContentDisp
lay.cfm&ContentID=5306 

 

http://www.doaj.org/
http://highwire.stanford.edu/lists/freeart.dtl
http://www.strategian.com/free_full_text_articles.html
http://www.strategian.com/free_full_text_articles.html
http://www.opencontentalliance.org/about/
http://www.cla.ca/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Position_Statements&Template=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=5306
http://www.cla.ca/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Position_Statements&Template=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=5306
http://www.cla.ca/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Position_Statements&Template=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=5306
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2009 NWTLA Memberships 
 
It is not too late renew your membership in the 
Northwest Territories Library Association for 
2009.  Please consider a membership for your 
library as well as your personal membership. 
 
Member benefits include: 

 A subscription to the NWTLA newsletter, The 
SnowShoe 

 Discounted registration fees for professional 
development activities provided by The 
Partnership http://www.thepartnership.ca/ 

 A 10% discount at The Yellowknife Book 
Cellar 

 Access to a network of librarians, 
technicians, and clerks through the NWT 

 Involvement in social and professional 
development events organized by the NWTLA 

 Opportunity to contribute to librarianship in 
the NWT by joining the Executive 

 

 

SnowShoe Contact 
 
The SnowShoe is published by the Northwest 
Territories Library Association and distributed 
free to individual and institutional members. 
Submissions of articles, notices, bibliographies, 
announcements, news items, etc. are accepted, 
preferably in electronic format.  These can be 
sent to any member of the executive. 

 

 

Erin Palmer, President 
Brenda MacLeod, Vice-President 
Trudy Joosse, Secretary 
Treasurer, Kate Guay 
Aingeal Stone, EI Rep 

Alison Hopkins, Past President 
 

 

ISR Database Reaches Milestone 
submitted by Ross Godwin 
 

The number of publications and research 
projects described in the Inuvialuit Settlement 
Region Database has just passed 10,000. More 
than 1800 of the database records have URL or 
DOI links to PDF files of online publications. The 
database is available at  
 www.aina.ucalgary.ca/isr 
 
The database covers all subjects and includes 
the land and marine portions of the ISR. 
Publications of all types, especially grey 
literature, are included. The database's coverage 
of research projects is based on information from 
the five territorial and federal agencies that 
license research in the ISR. 
 
The Inuvialuit Settlement Region Database was 
created by the Joint Secretariat - Inuvialuit 
Renewable Resource Committees and the Arctic 
Science and Technology Information System 
(ASTIS), and is funded by Shell Canada and 
MGM Energy. 
 

 

The H1N1 Virus and You 

 

What can I do to protect myself from 
infection? 

The Public Health Agency advises Canadians to: 

 Wash hands thoroughly with soap and warm 
water, or use hand sanitizer  

 Cough and sneeze in your arm or sleeve  

 Get your annual flu shot  

 Keep doing what you normally do, but stay 
home if sick  

 Check www.fightflu.ca for more information  

 Check www.voyage.gc.ca for travel notices 
and advisories  

 Talk to a health professional if you experience 
severe flu-like symptoms  

 
This advice is especially relevant to library 
employees who often work with the public and 
should take care to protect themselves and those 
they may come in contact with. 

 
 

http://www.aina.ucalgary.ca/isr
http://www.fightflu.ca/
http://www.voyage.gc.ca/
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 2009  ME M B E R S H I P  AP P L I C A T I O N  FO R M  

 

Northwest Territories Library Association 
 

$20 Individual:  persons wishing to support the objectives of the NWT Library Association. 
 
$35 Institutional:  organisations wishing to support the aims and objectives of the NWT Library 
Association. 
 

Name:                                                                                           
 
Mailing Address:                                                                              
 
City: Postal Code:                                     
 
Telephone:    (Work)    (Home)                                      
 
Fax:                                                                                              
 
Internet Address:                                                                               
 
Library Affiliation:                                                                            
 
Type of Membership:                                                                         
 
If an Institutional Membership, please designate an individual who will be representing the Institution:    
           
                                            
 
Areas of interest:  
 
Public Libraries  School Libraries  Special Libraries Other (specify)                    
 
                  
 
The NWT Library Association strives to promote libraries and archives across the Northwest Territories.  To 
this end, projects such as the Directory of Libraries in the Northwest Territories are undertaken.  Your 
participation in the Association helps to support these projects. 
 
 
Membership fees are due 1st January, 2009. 
 
Please make cheques payable to:  
 

Attn: Treasurer 
Northwest Territories Library Association 
P.O. Box 2276, 
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P7 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


